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MR CHARLES MATHEWS IN’ AUSTRALIA. 

UNQUESTIONABLY the greatest event to be 
chronicied this month (April) is, says the J/el- 
bourne Argus, the appearance of the versatile 
actor aud comedian, Mr Charles Mathews, who 
arrived in the colony safe and well about the 
middle of March, and opened here at the 
Theatre Royal on the Sth inst., to a crowded 
house, notwithstanding that the increased 
charges of the opera season were to some ex- 
tent continued. The parts selected by Mr 
Mathews for his opening were Mr Mopus, in 
Married for Money, and Captain Patter in 
his own favourite farce of Patter versus 
Clatter. It is almost needless to say that a 
crowded house and an enthusiastic reception 
greeted the actor. Mr Mathews has since ap- 
peared as Sir Charles Coldstream, in Used Up, 
and Sir Pretful Plagiary and Mr Pull in Zhe 
Critic. Of his success on the Australian stage 
there can be but one opinion. 

A dinner was given by the Athenzeam Club to 
Mr Mathews on the 31st March, at which Cuip- 
tain Standish presided, 

Mr Mathews said—* Gentlemen, I feel my- 
self really and unaffectedly at a loss for words, 
Ihave been ransacking the dictionary for super- 
latives, and have completely exhausted it. I 
have used up every expression of thanks that 
can be found for the kindness I have received, 
and here | am once more complimented and 
flattered rather more than ever, and requiring 
more than ever the choicest expreesions of the 
English language to express to you the sense J 
feel of the honour you have done me, Last 
night | went to the Parliament House in the 
hope of getting a lesson in elocution, or of 
Picking up some choice phrases to assist me to- 
night. However, ] was unsuccessful, I, there- 
fore, fall back on my own native eloquence, 
fecling the examples set me agreeable only from 
a political—or rather parliamentary—point of 
view. To be sure, | must not forget that I am 
at the Antipodes ; and, perhaps, alter all, what 
Ttake to be compliment may be, in fact, sar- 
Com. Well, eh Siknows? Where thince sre 
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Cne Penny. 


| all topsey-turvey of course everything must be 
jreversed, Why, how can a man like me here 
judge ot anything he hears or sees? It is 
simply impossible, When I read the Autumn 
Races will take place in April, that the Spring 
Meeting commences in September, and am told 
|to look out for the middle of the winter In 
|Jaly and Midsummer at Christmas; that the 
‘north wind is hot, and the south wind cold— 
how am I to draw the line?) Why, of course, 
‘when [I find the glass rapidly rising | know now 
| fT ought naturally to look out for wet weather ; 
|and when I look at the setting sun I turn my 
|face towards the east. Of course I look ona 
magpie as a token of luck, I regard a horse- 
shoe as the most unlucky thing in the world, 
jand I make a point of never sitting down to 
dinner unless there are thirteen people at table. 
In fact, the rule of contrary is my sole guide. 
I only hope when I see every seat let for my 
first appearance, that it won’t be a sign that I 
am going to play to empty benches. That 
would be a reverse which I assure you | should 
not relish, I am most anxious to play before 
an Australian audience. Ii will be a new sen- 
sation, though, in spite of all Captain Standish 
has said. I begin to doubt whether there is a 
real Australian, for all here—literally all the 
people I have met appear to be English. I 
seem to bave known them all, and they all seem 
to have known me. Some of them I must have 
seen before, and only now renew the acquaint- 
ance, I suppose I have really met with every- 
one before. As for the phrases ‘I believe you 
knew my uncle,’* My brother was a friend of 
your father’s nephew, * My sister knew your 
uncle,’ ‘Your cousin married my wife’s uncle’s 
widow,’ ‘My uncle knew your father’s second 
cousin '’— why, things of that kind meet me 
in every mouth, Also, 1 have remembrances 
that ‘I lived next door to you at Fulham,’ ‘I 
supped at the same hotel with you in Manches- 
ter, ‘A feiend of mine met you in New York,’ 
‘T ouce went into the Lyceum with an order to 
see you play, ‘My brother- n-law had the plea- 
sure of gery ng you with a writ at Covent Gur 
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der.’ These are details of what constantly oc- 


curs, Even hegging letters are not wanting. 
Chey remind me of the mother-country. Their 
claims are indisputable. ‘I had the honour of 
playing at York the day after you finished your 
engagement—* lend me five shillings.”’ ‘My 
father was property-man at Drury Lane when 
you was playing at the Haymarket—“ lend me 
half-a-crown.”’ ‘I lodged at the same house at 
Manchester the week before you came to it— 
“five and sixpence.”’ Such touches of nature 
make the whole world kin. Even the places 
here are familiar, and smell of England. When 
once I have driven through Brighton, Kew, 
Richmond, Sunbury, Malmsbury, and Windsor, 
with an occasional trip to ‘Balaclava and 
Heidelberg, it is difficult to believe that I am 
15,000 miles away from my godfathers and god- 
mothers, and all such like. I have truly en- 
Joyed myself during the few days I have passed 
in the colony. No doubt the longer I stay the 
more I shall like it. At any rate I shall never 
forget the cordiality with which I have been re- 
ceived, Allow me to return you my most sin- 
cere thanks for your kinduess, and to propose 
‘ Prosperity to the Atheuzeum Club.’” 


~<o-—————— 


POPULAR ACTRESSES.—LIX, LX. 





MRS PORTER. 





Mrs Porter was esteemed as the genuine 
successor to Mrs Barry, of whom the former 
had long played the confidantes in tragedy. 
She was great as Hermoine, Alicia in Jane 
Shore, Leonora in The Revenge, Lady Grace in 
the Provoked Husband. She was tall and well 
developed, her complexion fair, but her face 
not pretty; her voice, naturally tender, by 
practice filled the house; but there was a 
tremor in it that was not pleasing. She ele- 
vated herself above all personal defects by an 
exquisite judgment. In comedy she was tame, 
but in tragedy, where passion predominates, 
she was capable of raising the coldest listener 
to animation. She was dignified, and could 
assume rage with effect, but when grief and 
tenderness possessed her she subsided into the 
most affecting softness, witness her Belvidera. 


MISS CAREW. 

Miss Carew, born in 1799, at the age of 
14 was achorister at C.G., where she after- 
wards played Maria in Zhe Spoiled Child. 
Miss Stephens’s illness (how often hasan accident 
ofthis kind been the making of both actors and 
actresses !) was the cause of her first attracting 
notice. She sang Julia Mannering for two 
nights with such applause that Morris engaged 
her at once as yrima donna at the Haymarket, 
in 1816. ‘Two years later a better scope 
was afiorded for her talents at the English 
Opera House. She then became the favorite 
of D.L. till 1834, when she retired. Her 
voice was good upto D or E, but beyond 
these notes it was thin and reedy. ‘She 





seca 
excelled in serious ballads, and was very effect. 
ive as Clara in the Duenna (an opera which 
might be revived with success), Polly, Rosetta, 


Rosina, &e. She was always pleasing, never 
electrifying. 


—_—__—_—_—. 
KING’S CROSS THEATRE. 

Tus pretty gem of a theatre is crowded night. 
ly by fashionable audiences to witness the 
amusements which are varied and well selected, 
First there is a ballet, in which there is som 
clever and artistic dancing by Miss Mardini an 
Miss Jenny Philips, supported by a numeroy 
corps-de-Lallet. 

An interesting drama fo'lows, in one act, ep. 
titled, Love and Genius; or, the Sculptor ¢ 
Florence, in which Mr Clarence Holt has 4 
prominent and diflicult character, which be rep. 
ders very interesting. He is well supported by 
Miss Braham, a clever and taiented actress, who 
is a decided favourite with the audience. This 
drama is carefully put on the stage, and is inall 
respects creditable to the management. 

The farce of Turn Him Out is amusingly 
acted, and the performance concludes with e- 
travagant dancing and buffo singing by the 
French Eccentric Troupe. Altogether the e. 
tertainments are interesting and amusing. 

———_—_—_—- 


“AT HAYGHBURY.” 


OF all the pleasant spots in town, 
It was ever my lot to see, 

Commend me, when I can spare e brown, 
To the jolly Highbury. 

From the dust and din of the crowded Strand, 
To escape is wise, I ken, 

And join in the pleasure-seeking band, 
Fair ladies and brotherly men, 


Sight-seeing you want? Well, then, I must state 
There’s the charming new theatre, 
Where plausive crowds do nightly wait, 
For never could acting be better. 
Burlesque, or farce, or Gallic dance, 
Imported newly—the Can-can, 
And Giovey and Steyne, and the eloquent glance 
Of the beautiful Hamilton ! 


And then you join in the whirling waltz, 
Or you sip the generous wine, 

And forget the world’s ten thousand faults, 
As you traverse the gardens fine. 

Why, with excellent plays and inuocent fun, 
And birds singivg soft on the spray— 

What wore could you wish? But now I’ve dou: 
To Highbury lll away. 


Mrs Swanborough announces her benefit for 
Wednesday (to-night), at the Strand Theatre, 00 
which occasion Miss Ada Swanborough will makt 
her re-appearance. 

It is stated that Her Majesty’s Theatre 1s nov 
completed, but that no one seems inclined to take 
it. Le Ménestral publishes some avia aux wire 
pides, and says that the theatres of the following 
towns are in want of managers :—Milan, Naples 
Venice, Palermo, Bologna, Messina, Verots 
Mantua, Vicenza, Treviso, Cremona, Lucca, Lugo 
Urbino, Rovigo, Lodi, Madrid, Valencia, Lisbon, 
Oporto, Constantinop!e and Alexandria. 
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THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 


BovcICAULT’S drama of /'ormosa was produced 
here on Monday night with rather equivocal 
success. It has been very carefully arranged 
under the superintendence of Mr J. B. Howard, 
and so far as scenery and appointments go, 
there is nothing to be desired. Formosa’s villa 
at Fulham by moonlight is exceedingly well 
designed, end may bear competition with that 
exbibited at Drury Lane itself. With the Ox- 
ford and Cambridge boat races there is no popu- 
lar sympathy here, so that the feature of the 
drama, which was so prominent in Londo. can 
form no element of success. The model races 
therefore are merely regarded as a repetition of 
what was done in the Flying Scud, or in the old 
farce of the Waterman. There are, of course, 
divided opinions regarding the morality of the 
piece, and although Schneider was applauded to 
the echo in the Can-can dance, the theatrical 
public incline to condemn it; and not without 
reason, for, like all the rest of Boucicault’s 
dramas, there is no moral in it, but rather other 
wise. How the Londoners could have tolerated 
it for such a length of timecan only be account- 
ed for by the support accorded to theatres there 
fom the constant coming and going of 
strangers, 

Fra DIAVOLo, 


ONSLOW HALL, ONSLOW GARDENS, 
SOUTH KENSINGTON. 

On the evening of Wednesday last, the above 
Hall presented a very gay and lively appear- 
ance, being crowded by a most fashionable 
audience (at fashionable prices, too, 7s. 6d., 5s., 
and 2s. 6d.), assisting at a semi-amateur, semi- 
professional concert, in aid of a fund being 
raised for the benefit of a professional gentleman 
recently afflicted with blindness. 


It will be gratifying to all concerned to 


know the affair was a success in a pecuniary 
no less than in a musical view, and the 
“distinguished”? amateurs (amateurs are 
always “ distinguished,’ of course,) had no 
reason to fear the presence of their more pro- 
fessional brethren. The only and (not uausval 
occurence) general complaint was the length 
of the programme, and torturing trial of the 
general patience by Mr Boleyn Reeves (harpist) 
who inflicted on a long-suffering audience no 
less than three long pieces! two being of his 
own composition (in ows exhaustion we have 
quite forgoiten what they were, however). It 
isnot giver: to every skilful executant to be also 
askilfulcomposer, and Mr Boleyn Reeves would 
pethaps have acted more wisely had he con- 
fined himself to the duet be played with Mr 
Osborne Williams. As it was, the great length 
of the pieces he played, which together occu- 
pied nearly an hour of the entire time devoted 
to the concert, necessarily lost for him much 
due appreciation. The other professionals 
Were Mr and Mrs Osborue Williams, Mr J. 
C. Ward, and Mr Morris. Mr Williams 
Playing a “ Fantasia’ (Maria) Mrs Williams 
singing “Deh non Voler,” All thro’ the 





night,’ and ** Many a year ago;” ana Mr Jd. 
C. Ward playing and singing the “ Requital”’ 
in a manner which kept the audience charmed 
and spell-bound. Mr Morris had a goodly 
share of the programme—indeed, he seemed to 
vie with Mr Boleyn Reeves in the occupation 
of the platform. We remember amongst his 
many appearances (5 or 6) that evening ‘TI 
uno tesoro”’ and ‘ Celia.’’ 

The delicious playing on the concertina, 
hewever, by Mr J. C. Ward, accompanied by 
Mr Osborne Williams on the pianoforte of the 
duet, Zampa, made many amends for other 
inflictions. 

So much for the professionals. The 
amateurs, however, are entitled to much 
praise, and really tothe title of “distinguished.” 
Miss Stephens, for example, a young lady 
possessing a light soprano voice, gave more 
than satisfaction in her singing of Sullivan’s 
“Tullaby ” and ‘Nella Calma.”? Then Miss 
Brough (contralto) sang ‘‘ O, fair Dove,” and 
later in the evening “In questo semplice,” 
displaying plentiful proof of no mean amount 
of talent and musical knowledge. 

We were then favoured by Miss Raggett 
with a ‘¢ Fantasia” (Masaniello) on the piano- 
forte, which charmed without wearying them. 
And last, though certainly not least amongst 
the lady amateurs, Mrs Stoddart (mezzo 
soprano), for whom an apology was made on 
account of a slight hoarseness, doubly gratified 
her audience (who were of course prepared to 
be lenient on account of the apology), by sing- 
ing in the most charming manner possible, 
“Tell me, my heart.” But for the slight 
hoarseness referred to, the audience would not 
have been denied an encore, as their long- 
continued applause fully testified. 

We have yet another name to deal with, and 
then we have done: Mr G. J. Spicer, 
(baritone) a gentleman possessing fine material 





for a maynificent voice, if not already magni- 
ficent. A bold amateur, indeed, to face such 
an audience with Herr Formes’ ‘In Sheltered 
Vale,”’—a most charming song, and to which 
the audience gave sufficient testimony by their 
continued applause that he bad done the song 
full justice, a testimony which they repeated 
with greater energy, if possible, on his subse- 
quently singing, as few amateurs can sing, 
“The Village Blacksmith,’—everybody was 


delighted. 
Such good amateurs need scarcely seek the 


co-operation of professionals. In fact, we 
think an entertainment should be either entirely 
professional or entirely amateur, for in the 
latter when the performers are good there is a 
charm that seems to be broken by the appear- 
ance of any professional amongstthem. These 
amateurs would do well to rely on themaelves 
and try again, and they will not lack appre- 
ciative audiences, for their own, as well as for 
charity's sake, 
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Notices to Correspondents. 
Notice.—We beg to remind Managers and Secre- 
taries, of Amateur Clubs, we are now making a 
new list of Registered Clubs for the year, and shall 
be glad to hear from them, stating the namo of 
their club, place and time of mecting, with Mana- 
ger’s and secrotary’s names, &c., with 2s. Gd. in 
postage stamps. 

Tr is requested that all private letters be forwarded 
to the Kditor, 9, Acton-street, King’s-cross-road. 
Stewarr—The stamps have been received with 

thanks. 

Amarivr.—St. Main is an excellent teacher of dan- 
cing. See his advertisement, 

H. Manrin.—- You will find it very difficult to get 
an engagement, not having had experience ; the 
only way is to joina good amateur club. 

J. Hf. Casery.—The note came too lute for the per- 
formance. 

J. Witkins.—Send 1s. 6d. in stamps, and the adver- 
tisement will be inserted. 


CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 


} 


Crhich must be pre -pard), 


Six Lines” - - - 7 . a a Is. Od. 
Kight - - . - ~ - - . Is. 6d, 
Twelve - - . - : “ Ys, Od, 
‘Twenty ~ ° ° « - 2s, Gd 
Across the back - ° = - - - Is. extra, 
It is requested that all advertisements be sent by Monday 
afternoon, prepaid, to top floor $35a, Strand. 
All business communications to be sent to the Printers’, 335.4, 
Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
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ENGLISH OPERA AND ENGLISH SINGERS. 


A SKETCH IN THREE OUTLINES.—I1. 

Ir was during Weber’s short residence in this 
country that musicians began to take the chief 
place on the lvric stage, and their melodies to be 
more looked to than the point ot a dialogue, 
Indeed dialogue began to give place to recitative, 
used after the Italian fashion for developing the 
plot of the piece to the comprehension of the 
audience. Auher’s charming Muette, under the 
tittle of asaniello, became very popular in Lon- 
don about 40 years ago; thanks, not only to the 
deliciously light and melodious character of the 
music, but ta the charm of its lecal coloring— 











perhaps the beautiful Neapolitan scenery, the 
dumb expressive action of Fenella, the dances, 
and the grandeur of the eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius, combined, contributed materially to its 
great success, not only in England but abroad, 
We had also some good interpreters of Masaniello, 
Braham, Wood, Wilson, Templeton, Sinclair, &e,, 
successively appeared as the hero. ‘Then Custavys 
the Third, ai C.G., drew all London in its turn: 
French and Italian operas, such as Zhe Crown 
Dianoiuis, Lestve, Pré aux Clercs, The Sewess, 
with Duprez Robert the Devil, with Mario, (elabo- 
rately mounted at D.L. and C.G.; also at the 
Adelphi, where the whole stage was made to sink 
in the last scene with all the dramatis persone), 


| Cinderella (with Guibilei, and the Misses Cawse, 


at C.G.), The Casket, William Tell, Gazza Ladra, 
Marricge of Figaro, Barber of Seville, Challenge, 
Lady of the Lake, Bronze Horse, Don Tuan, Seige 
of Corinth, Nora, &e., but it is with English 
opera that we are most concerned, and here 
Balfe holds one of the most prominent places. 
His Séege of Rocheile, Maid of Arlois, (with Mali- 
bran,) Daughter of St. Mark (an English version 
of the Berne de Chypre), Joan of Arc, Rose of 
Castile, Hnchantress, Neolanthe, and especially 
his ohentan Girl initiated a new method in 
English lyricart.* Then we had Barnett, whose 
Mountain Sulph was so successful; this compo- 
ser’s style was more German than English, and 
his originality was more apparent than Balfe’s; 
the latter’s orchestral plagiarisms were sometimes 
too transparent; not so his melodies, which are 
pure and fresh. Many pieasing composers sprang 
into existence—Rooke, whose romantic opera, 
Ainelie ; or, the Love Test, had such a well-deserved 
run; Benedict, a strictly musical genius, rigidly 
correct and pure in method ; Wallace, the compo- 
ser of Maritana (a work of great thought) and 
other pieces; the blind Macfarren, who wrote the 
opera of Don Quixote, produced at the Princess's; 
I{enri Laurent, a mere youth, whose promise was 
nipped in the bud by his early death, brought 
out QYuentin Durward at C.G., with Harrison as 
the hero. Here was indeed a step in the right 
direction ; our fathers were satisfied with weak, 
childish musical entertainments, and adaptations, 
such as The Two Gentlemen of Verona, by Rey 
nolds, (when Maria Tree played Julia, and inter- 
polated the composer’s wretched songs), and 
Kelly’s Blue Beard, Castle Spectre, Lionel and 
Clarissa. In harmony with the new studies 
above alluded to—at the period when the ballad- 
singing of Mrs Bland end Mrs Waylett died away 
—sprang up a race of new singers, men and 
women, to interpret these fresh compositions; 
they applied themselves exclusively to the study 
of English opera. Miss Romer, Miss Shirreff— 
by the way we must not forget ‘ Polly’ Stephens, 
who was a sort of female Braham, and assisted 
the great tenor in his most popular pieces—Miss 
Inverarity, Miss Rainforth, Adelaide Kemble, 
Clara Novello, Mrs Alfred Shaw, to say nothing 
of the gifted Malibran, Panline Viardot, Anna 
Thilion, Dorus Gras, amongst the cantatrice. 
Harrison, Leffler, Hudson, Stretton, Allen, Barker, 
Corri, Phillips, Sims Reeves, and others previously 
mentioned, besides Formes, Standigl and suc 


* This great Irish composer is now living the life 
of a gentleman farmer at Rowney Abbey, near Ware 
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foreigners as gtaced our operatic stage in the 
days that English opera had a fair hearing. The 
fault of some of these artists was a want of 
refined culture, and knowledge of the Italian 
method. On the ladies—and is there anything 
on earth more lovely than a silver-toned, cultured 
female voice 2—(by the way Mendelssohn was an 
enthusiastic admirer of Miss Dolby’s talent) this 
imputation does not lie so heavily. Twenty-two 
years 9go Made. Dorus Gras (who was styled the 
Nightingale of the Academié Royale, as Jenny 
Jind was afterwards named the Swedish Night- 
ingale) sang with Sims Reeves in English opera at 
D.L., and a very charming, unaffected and pure 
singer she was. She debuted in Rossini’s Conte 
Ory in Paris, and after the secession of Cinti 
Damoreau, became prima donna assolutor, and 
achieved well-merited success as Mathilde, (Gaz- 
laume Tell) Donna Maria (Don Juan) Palmira 
(Seige of Corinth), &c., she created Alice in Ltobert 
le Diable and made a powerful sensation in it. 
Meyerber called her ‘angelic.’ Jenny Lind and 
Viardot adopted her model; she frequently sang 
at the Queen’s concerts; in her brilliant forétwre 
she reached the excellence of Grisi, Persiani, and 
Malibran. Even Grisi could hardly dwell longer 
on a note; the Parisians used jokingly to say 
that when once she touched a high note, her 
audience might coolly lounge into an adjoining 
café, eat an ice, and yet be back before she had 
changed it. Anna Thillon, a great favourite at 
the Princess’s, had long stage practice in Paris; 
she was English, but acquired all the ininauderies 
of the Opéra Comique singers. She then joined 
Bunn's company at D.L., (where at that period I 
had the entree of the stage) and warbled deliciously 
asthe Enchantress. ‘The stars before her time 
were not brilliant—Miss Love, Miss Betts, Miss 
Poole, Miss Featherstone (who now imitates Sims 
Reeves so well), &c., were only second or third- 
rate. Our present English cantatrici are content 
to abide in the same rank for want of really goud 
soprant and contralti of native growth, But we 
boast of an incomparable ¢enore robusto (Reeves) 
and a glorious baritone (Santley). ‘The truth is, 
English opera, even under the best conditions, 
is unimpressive, dull and unsatisfactory ; every- 
thing, however good, is judged comparatively, 
and *‘even as one heat another heat expels,” so 
the light sparkling music of the French school, 
the brilliant, captivating, and fervid compositions 
of the Italian maestri, and the metaphysica!—the 
great classical musi¢e of Germany (the finest in the 
world), wild oust from the lyric boards the merely 
graceful prettiness of our native melodies; we 
may thus account for the apathy that at present 
prevails with respect to English opera. 
GAMMA. 
——_—_@——_—_— 

We perceive by a bill to which our attention 
has been drawn, that an old and popular favour- 
ite announces a benefit at the New Royalty, on 
Thursday the 30th inst.—we allude to Mr Henry 
Moreton, who has provided an excellent bill of 
fare, embracing opera, comedy, and drama. Sure- 
ly such a billof fare is enough to suit all tastes. 
We only hope that his friends will rally round 
and give kim what he deserves—a bumper. 

_ The Lady's Newspaper says thot Tom Taylor 
is engaged on a new play for Mrs Rousby, in 
which the actress is to personate Joan of Are, 





THEATRICAL OBITUARY. | 


Ir is with very sincere regret that we record 
the death of Harry Sydney, the well-known 
song writer and vocalist, which took place on 
Thursday last, at midnight, aged 45. His illness 
was incurable—Bright’s disease. 

Mr Sydney was the author of a number of 
songs which have attained a wide celebrity, and 
which were pleasantly distinguished from the 
ordinary run of music-hall lyrics. Tis treat- 
ment of homely topics was thoroughly genial 
aud humorous, marked by fluency of versifica- 
tion and perfect freedom from all coarseness. 
For 20 years he contributed to the amusement of 
the public; his last appearance was at Sam 
Collins’ Musie Hall. 

Those who kvew him best, knew that he had 
a heart open as day for melting charity. He 
leaves a widow and two children, and although 
his prudence frees them from present pecuniary 
necessity, yet the circumstances surrounding a 
professional career are of such a nature that we 
are not surprised to learn they will have to rely 
for the future upon their own exertions, 

-—-- > -- 
CHARING CROSS THEATRE. 

Tue latest novelty at the above theatre is a 
musical legend, entitled, Zhe Gentleman in Black ; 
the libretto being by Mr W.S. Gilbert, and the 
music by Mr Frederick Ciay. In the present 
piece Mr Clay’s composition occasionally reminds 
one of Offenbach ; the air to “How do you do, 
Miss? What’s your name?” is obviously of 
French origin. ‘The libretto, though free from 
puns, abounds with smart repartees, but we 
think it would have been an improvement if the 
dialogue had been “run into rhyme.” The 
Baron Otto Von Schlackenstein, supported by Mr 
KE. Danvers, could not have been in better hands ; 
brutal and bombastic in the first act, or meek and 
melancholy in the second, Mr Danvers is equally 
amusing. Mr F. Robson appears as Tintelstein, 
« character similar to the one represented by that 
gentleman in Zhe Field of the Cloth of Gold. Few 
actors have had the misfortune to be cast for so 
many “thankless parts” as Mr Robson. Patience, 
Mr Robson, atime may come! Madame Emme- 
line Cole, a vocalist of considerable ability, makes 
a charming Bertha; Miss E. Fowler is lively as 
Ifans Gopp ; and Miss Rose Roberts is amusing 
as Gretchen. ‘The incidents of The Gentleman tn 
Black are so laughably complicated, that by com- 
parison Mr Henry S. Leigh’s Zens is simplicity 
itself. If Lord Dundreary visited the Charing 
Cross Theatre, and endeavoured to unravel the 
plot of Mr Gilbert’s piece as explained by Miss 
Fowler, he would undoubtedly end his days ina 
lunatic asylum. 

Mr Diiley’s two-act comedy of Ji/vsions con- 
tains a very pretty scene (the first in the second 
act). Mr Danvers as Mr Lavender Julep unfortu 
pately renders it ridiculous, This is not the fault 
of Mr Danvers. Mr Danvers is a very clever 
actor, but, of course, there are many characters 
entirely out of his “ line ;” Lavender Julep is one 
of them. Edith is fairly acted by Miss Marie 
Dalton. 

‘he performance tctminates with the farce of 
Captain Smith, an unacknowledged adaptation of 
Mr Cuthbert Bede's Vearer and Dearer. 
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THE 
FUNERAL OF MR CHARLES DICKENS. 


Aut that is mortal of Charles Dickens has 
been consigned to its last bourne—a grave in 
Westminster Abbe ay. The FE: nglish people 
would have been dissatisfied had the body of 
Charles Dickens been consigned to any other 
resting place. ‘The funeral of the great novel- 
ist was celebrated at an ea rly hour on ‘Tuesday 
morning, of last week, in Poct’s-corner, with 
much privacy. A grat > had been dug during 
the night, and, besides the Deans and Canons, 
hardly a member of sh Cathedral body 





on 
Monday evening was aware of the intended 
arrangement. It appears that some days ago 
the Dean sent « communication to the | 
of Mr Dickens to the effeet that if it was : 
by themselves or by the public that he should 
be buried in the Abbey, be wonld co all in 
his power to facilitate the arrangements: and 
also that on 





iamily 
vsired 





Mi nday, sue ting that the 
Abbey was the fitting resting-place for such a 
man, Le repeated the offer more @istinetly. 


Most fortunately it was found, upos opening 
Mr Dickens’s wiil, that be had named no place 
of burial; and therefore his executors felt that 
it was open them to concur with the national 


wish, if they could only insure secrecy as to 
place and time, 


—_——_—-_ > -- 


AL FRESCO RESORTS. 
Tue “ Grecian ” for the wreteh forlorn, 
The “ Barn” for gay young mena; 
. : he 
For beauty, mizth, vo to Cremorne 
For you'll be jolly then, 


Parisian tastes are there the “ go,” 
With hobby horse and swine ; 
Fen Frenchmen find Cremorne not slow, 
Io any mortal thing. A.J. W. 
(Author of the “ Comic Election.’’) 


Oe 


Mrs John Wood announces Paul Pry at the 
Phebe, Mr Lionel Brough Paul Pry, while Miss 
Maggie Brennan and Miss Kate 
their first appearance in important! characters. 
The last nights of the present season are an- 
nounced at the Charing Cross ‘Theatre. ‘Churs- 
day is set apart for the benefit of Miss EK. Fowle 
when several members of the Vaudeville heat 


'y 


€ 


have promised to appear. On Friday, Mr Mil- | 
ward, the courteous acting-manager, will take a | 





benetit. 

Visitors to the Polytechnic will be amply grati 
fied with a life-like portrait of Mr Charles Dick. 
ens, which is introduced into one of the ent 
ments. 

Little Emly will shortivy be revived at the 
Olympic theatre. 

On Tuesday evening Mr Uenry Sprake, the 
corner player at the Alhambra, and trumpet- 
major of the Light Cavalry Troop, Honourable 
Artillery Company, was presented with a massive 


itain- 


o'd ting by the band of the troup as a mark of 


their great respect, ‘The subs 


cription was headed | 
by M. Riviere. 





eet) England, 
‘He wrote alee Love ina Hurry, never prinied, 





} contains 
St. James’s theatre. ‘The fair manageress pleys | 


Bishop make | 


some fine sp 


| plan wo 


: one’s AD 
ery," 1 
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~ POPULAR ACTORS.—XV. 


ANTHONY ASTON. 








Hr was a comic actor of celebrity at the 
beginning of last century. He wrote plays 
also, and tracts; he was, ‘aceording to his own 
account at the end of his Fbol’s Opera, 1731, 
“*gentleman, lawyer, poet, actor, 
sailor, exciseman, and publican,” not only in 
the three kingdoms, but in America and the 
the West Indies. His father was principal at 
— Inn, and his mother the daughter 
of Col. ‘ope, of Armagh. He was clerk at 
the Six ( cl ks’? Office, used to creep out + 
the theatres, and finally took to the Stage, 
“JT went into the old play ig 
‘. 


soldier, 





house,” he 

and sneeeeced in mat y cha racters. Oie of 
them was s Old Bache. 
lor’? In 1717, he eave performances at the 
Globe, Vleet-street, three times a weeks he 
got up a medley in which he his wife and son 
performed. His sols Opera was acted by 
him, his son, and 2 Indies; in the ent facin, 
the title-page are the four 
poet, the fool, the lady, It was 
produce: i after the eggar’s Opera in re 
and in burlesque imit: atic u of it. He took to 
the stage at the end ef William IIT’s reign, whe 
Joe Haines was declining 


Fondlewife in Congreve’s 


characters—the 
wnd the maid, 





Dogget jeft it anc 
in years, 

He was volatile, and irregular, preferring 
to travel round the country with his ‘ Medley,’ 
to staying in London. He was a very merry, 
jocund companion, and secured many friends 
Scotland, Wales and Ireland. 


j 


‘but acted in Dublin ia 1709, and Pastora ; or, 


the Coy Shepherdess, performed at ‘Tunbridge 
Wells, 1712. His only production of any 
value is his supplement to Colly Cibber, which 
information rega irding actors and 
actresses not found elsewhere ‘ 


= os << —_ 
On Saturday evening Mr Alfred Wigan will 
take his first benetit at the Gaiety Theatre, 
when the entertainment will be varied by a 





} Freneh and English performance, and Mrs 


Alfred Wigan will make her only appearance 
Bonbon in the Poor 
Nobleman, and the unfortunate emigre, the 
| Marquis de Belleterre, will be sustained by 
; th » beneficiere. 


See ae Mi ] 
this season as Nadame 


An Antist’s Canavan.—I was thinking to-dey 
what a good plan it would be to buy an old cara 
} van—get « large window made in it—drive it to 





t—kindle a jolly good fire in it—and 
all weathers and at all seasons ; In 
it up hke a regular studio, and move it 


view you wish to paint. The idea 


yuiot ples 


} 
fact, so { 





Sete lous, but it would be an excellent 


‘t not? And if one’s funds failed, 
| be no more to do than stick up all 

s, lower the steps, get a trumpet, and 
\'; up, ladies and gentlemen !” 


there w 
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Registercd Amateur Clubs 
ee 
EAUFOY DRAMATIC CLUB—meets, during the 
) winter months, twice a week at the fLercr, Queen- 
street, E.C.—AIl communications respecting this Club 
to be addressed to Mr. OSCAR MOORE, Junior 
Garrick Club, Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
¥ evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street,{Oxford-street. Stage Manager, MrT. E. Norman; 
Seeretary, Mr George Esmond. 
ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 


ORTH LONDON AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
N CLUB~meets every ‘Tuesday evening, at 8, at the 
SouruGaATeE ARMs, Southgate-road, Islington, N.— 
Secretary, Mr John Ford, jun., to whom all communi- 
cations should be addressed. ° 

RION DRAMATIC CLUB.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 
() 372, Kingsland-road ; Acting and Stage-manager, 
MrG. H. Whittaker. Applications, with references, 
to be made to F. Small, jun., Hon. Secretary, 6, Albert- 
road, Dalston. 


OYALTY DRAMATIC CLUB—meets every 
, Thursday evening at 8 at the CLuB-room, la, 
Arbour-square, Stepney. Manager, Mr J. W. RED- 
HEAD; ‘Treasurer, Mr J. WHITE; Secretary, Mr A- 
G. STODDART, 21, Arbour-street Kast, Commercial. 
road, E. 
MHETIS DRAMATIC CLUB, Chelsea.—Mectings 
twice a week. Performances given in aid of chari- 
table institutions. For particulars as to performances, 
or for admission to this select Club apply to the Manager, 
aw Woods, Ksa., 37, Markham-square,Chelsea, 
5.W. 


ICTORIA AMATEUR CLUB(Established 1866.)—- 
This club is formed with «a view of giving 
periodical entertainments for the mutual benefit of the 
members and other friends ; the former being at the en- 
tire expense attending the getting up of the saine, and 
the ladies being exempt from all pecuniary liability. 
Henry WALKER, Acting Manager, 21, Westbourne- 
road, Arundel-square, N. 


Pitis.—Youthful Infirmities.— 
From causes difficult to discover, producing slight 
symptoms of deranged action, soarcely percepti- 
ble at first, the young become prematurely ener- 
vated and debilitated. They lose alike their looks, 


HoLLoway’s 


energy, and confidence. The general cause of 
this melancholy state is a disordered stomach, 
which Holloway’s Pills will regulate. By improv- 
ing digestion and purifying the blood, they work 
wonders. They act so kindly, yet so certainly, 
upon every organ, that the nervous system soon 
recovers and the wonted good spirits return with 
Strength, vivacity, and vigour. ‘The most delicate 
may safely take Holloway’s Pills. They inflict 
no violent effects upon the system, and accom- 
plish their end without much restriction in diet 
or pleasure. 

On Monday Miss Horrell gave a eacred evening 
concert at the Calthorpe School Rooms, Gray’s- 
inn-road, in aid of the Mission School, Laystall- 
street, to an appreciative audience. Selections 
were given from the Messiah, Llijah, Jeptha, 
Stabat Mater, &c. The overture,“ Cu'1s Ani- 
mam,” for the pianoforte, was executel by a 
Juvenile pianist, Miss lairn. 

Mr Fechter has been engaged for five years at 
Selwyn’s Theatre, Boston, U.S., at a v ry con- 
siderable salary. 





THE ADELPHI THEATRE. 

Tun audience assembled at this theatre on last. 
Wednesday night had a double attraction. First 
may be cited the production of Moliere’s admir- 
able comedy, L2 Malade Imaginaire in an English 
version; and secondly, the débét of Miss Flo- 
rence Terry, sister to that great public favourite 
who has retired into private life. The conduct 
of the various situations int this play, called here 
The Robust fnvalid, is capitally managed through- 
out. The play is divided into three acts, one 
scene serving for the entire action, whilst the 
curtain never falls till the end, an interlude of 
music serving to denote the close of each act. 
Thecomedy commences with the di:clogure of the 
loves of Cleantes and Angelique. Then comes 
the appearance of Argan, counting up the cost of 
his week’s medicine. ‘he imaginary invalid has 
determined that his daughter shall marry ‘Thomas 
Diafoirus, simply Decause he is a medical practi- 
tioner, and hence he will be enabled toh his 
physic for nothing. Angelique, however, clings 
to Cleantes, despite the heartless machinations of 
her step-mother, and aided by ‘Toinette (a faith- 
ful domestic) and an uncle, Beroalda, who is de- 
voted to horses, obtains the husband of her choice. 
Mrs Seymour, who has returned to the stage for 
the occasion, played Toinette with vivacity and 
truthfulness. Miss Phillis Glover as Angelique, 
was graceful, and Miss Florence Terry as Argan’s 
youngest daughter was perfection. Mr Vining as 
Argav, and Mr Worboy’s as Diafoirus were good. 





Amateur Performances, 

ADIES and GENTLEMEN required to conrplete 
casts of the LADY OF LYONS, the RIVALS, 
the WIFE’S ‘SECRET, the HEIR-A'T-LAW, tho 
TRON CHEST, LUKE the LABOURER, MARY 
PRICK, &c. Rehearsals at Sadler’s Wells Theatre, 
THURSDAY, June 23, at seven—MARY PRICH 
LUKE the LABOURER, FRIDAY, June 24, at 7, 
OTHELLO, LADY OF LYONS.—Apply to Mr Stan- 

ley, 8, Annett’s-crescent, Mssex-road, Islington. 


Elocution and the Staze. 
M_* WM. A. STANLEY has vacancies for pupils, 
J who will be thoroughly instructed and brouglit 
out. Address -8, Annett’s-crescent, Mssex-road, Isling- 
ton. 


Amateur Lheatricals. 
RATRS. MONTAGUE (from the Theatre Royal, 
Wi Lyceum. &e.) having recovered from her severe 
indisposition, can accept eagagements for the above, 
for terms apply, W. BESTOW, Hsq., 9, Acton- street 
Grays Inn-road. 

To Amateurs, 

LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘To be LET for Ameteur Perfor- 
mances. STAGH DANCING.—E very description thor- 
oughly and rapidly taught by a Public Professor. All 
lessons given on the stage, and an appearance guaranteed. 
Miss HERBERT’S DRAMATIC CLASSES, 
TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS, with Stage Practice. 
Performances munthly. Secretary, Blenheim Ifall, 61, 

Chalk Farm-road. a 

Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
YAMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
§ street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 
Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order, Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegancs, economy, and punc. 
quality all studied. 

Mind tbe address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street, 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, HIGH HOLBORN. 


7 IS brilliant and favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN every evening. The greatest regard is paid to ensure the 
comfort and enjoyment of visitors. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Doors open at alf-past Hight. Close at ‘Twelve o'clock. 
Admission throughout the establishment 1s, 
Musical Director, Mr W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 


ome “are ery ene aes a 
CREMORNE GARDENS. 
TINTERTAINMENTS from four o'clock pan. Amusements continue until eleven, when a Grand Pyrotechnic 

4 Display, by Mr Wells, of the Crystal Palace, will take plice. Gardens open at three p.m. Admission, Que 
Shilling, Sundaysat four, by refreshment card, 61.—Table d’ Hote at half-past six, 2s 6d. 

Mr JOHN BAUM begs to announce thata LARGE PORTION of the THEATRE and various ENTER. 
TAINMENTS will be FREE to the PUBLIC, — This being entirely a new feature, the lessee begs to draw special 
attention to it. MDLLE. CLAVELLE,, 

Premier Dansuese de Cartele from Milan, Venice, ‘Turin and Paris, every evening in the grand 
ballet of GISELLE, at ten, 

The Wonderful and Daring TRAPEZE PERFORMANCE by Signor Eugenio, the Brothers Fernandez, the 
sisters Nathalie, Leontine, and Blanche, and the Almonti Troupe, all performing at the same time, at 10.45, The 











greatest combined performance in the world. 





ROYAL HIGHBURY BARN GARDENS | 
AND | 

ALEXANDRA THEATRE, ISLINGTON, | 
Sole Proprietor, Mr. E. GIOVANNELLI. 
NLORIOUS and TRIUMPIIANT SUCCESS of | 
(Gj M. Chappelle’s FRENCH. eccentric TROUPE | 
from the Polies Parisiennes (King’s Cross Theatre) in | 
their buffo songs and dances, embracing the whole of | 
the following talented artists :— Madlle. Bolto, Madlle. | 
Rachel, Madile. Mathilde, M. Negri, the inimitable ; M. | 
Rollin, the india-rubber dancer, who appears nightly in 
the Champs Elysees Festival, le Jardin Mabile en Car- | 
nival, and the Royal Can-can at nine in the Alexandra | 
Theatre, and at cleven on the crystal platform, surroun- | 
ded by the electric light ; preceded by a SENSATION- | 
AL DRAMA, supported by Mr J. Mordaunt, Mr C. 


Steyne, Mr Isaacson, Mr E, Campbell; Miss Eliza 
Hamilton, Miss Reynolds, Miss “tafford. 

Dancing on the crystal platform to the Highbury | 
Band. | 

Gardens brilliantly illuminated with thousands of | 
variegated lamps. 

No advance in the prices. Admission to everything, 
Sixpence. | 

Open every Sunday for promenade in the lovely | 
gardens. Admission, by refreshment ticket, Sixpence. 

‘Trains from Broad-street and all stations on the North 
London line every few minutes. 

Stege-manager, Mr J, Mordaunt. 


i} street.—On view, upwards of THREE HUN- 
DRED PORTRAIT MODELS of celebrities and 
characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
portrait models of the lateGRORGH PEABODY, Esq., 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE. Also, the entire line of KMnglish Kings and 
Queens from William the Conqueror. 

New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris, 

Admission, 1s; Children under ten years of age, Gd. | 
I’xtra rooms, Gd. Open during the Holidays from 10 | 
a.m, till 10 p.m. 
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lie i 'TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker | 
Wd Street—A PORTRAIT MODEL of TROP- | 
MANN isnowadded amongst innumerable relics. The | 
uctual KNILE of the original GUILLOTINE used for | 
the decapitation of Louis NVI., Marie Antoinette, 
tobespierre, and 22,009 persons of the best and worst | 
Dlood in France 

Admission, I1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber ' 
of lorrers, 6d. 


Ojen frem eleven aan. till five, and from en til? 


PAMPERILON HOTEL, 
27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE. 


HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 tilll2 
SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 


TRIPE, &e. 





WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 


BASS’S Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
cotch Ales on draught. 





To Lady Amateurs. 
N EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY presents it- 
A self for an «ppearance at a leading London Theatre. 
l’or further particulars address, G. A. H., New Royalty, 


| Dean-street, Soho. Box attendance for one night to 


Jet; tenders received. 
oun e — 
JUPILS for the Stave.—All who wish to adopt the 
| Stage as a Profession, should apply to Mr. St. 
MAIN®, of the theatres Royal, Drury Lane and Covent 
Garden, at his Acadamy, 1, Hanway-st., Tottenham 
Court-road, a few doors from Oxford-street. Every kind 
of stage business, elocution, action, fencing, and all fancy 
dancing, classical character, and burlesque. Private 
lossons any hour, day, or evening; eight, £1 1s.; 4 
thorough course, £10 10s. Pupils may pay by monthly 
instalments. Young gentlemen thoroughly taught to 
play harlequin or clown; the whole of the business, 


| dances, &c., for £10 10s. Engagements procured for 


pupils. ‘The Highland Fling, Hornpipe, J ig, or Break- 
down ; private instruction till perfect in each dance, 
£1 1s.—Apply personally, or by letter, enclosing directed 
euvelope. 


rpvik SHAKSPEARE Carte de Proverbe (copyright.) 
‘ Enlarged to Cabinet size, in consequence of nume 
rous enquiries for a larger carte. Series No.1, <— 
size, 2s,, or 25 stamps. Series 1 & 2, carte de visite 


ize, 1s. or 13 stamps. LACY, 89, Strand, London. 





= Fe eee me ———— 

} hed everv Wednesday Me ore, at Twelve o'clock, by 

: Se br Stimnaal His Beet: 7. BESTOW. 
Vicknus, at $17, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BEs 
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